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Presentation Description

The residential fire problem has changed over the last several 
decades. Although some aspects have improved, fires in newly 
constructed and furnished homes can become deadly in as little 
as a few minutes. This presentation will provide an overview of 
why residential fire sprinklers are so effective, and so necessary 
in todayôs environment. New materials, design approaches, and 
applications will be highlighted to provide insight, awareness, 
and understanding of fire sprinkler systems. Learn how, and 
why, to incorporate this life saving technology into your cutting 
edge building designs.
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Presenter Introduction - Eric Skare

Eric Skare, product manager, fire safety for Uponor, is a certified fire protection 

specialist (CFPS), has been a volunteer firefighter since 2002, and is a 

principal member of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Technical 

Committee on Residential Sprinkler Systems. He is actively involved in various 

industry associations including chairing the Fire Sprinkler committee for the 

Plastic Pipe and Fittings Association (PPFA) and serving on the Residential 

Committee and Future Leadership Committee for the National Fire Sprinkler 

Association (NFSA). 
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Learning Objectives

ÅThe fire problem ï

and the solution

ÅFire sprinkler myths

ÅEmerging technologies
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The Fire Problem
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Flashover

Å Flashover ïthe point where 

everything in the room suddenly 

and simultaneously ignites

Å Approximately 1,100°F to 

1,500°F

Å Can occur in just a few minutes
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NOTHING 

SURVIVES 

FLASHOVER
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Modern Furnishings
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Open Floorplans

ÅLarge open spaces

ÅHigh, vaulted ceilings

ÅFewer doors

ÅNothing to contain heat, smoke 

and toxic gases

ÅFires grow and spread rapidly
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Lightweight Construction

ÅCost effective

ÅLight and strong

ÅQuiet

ÅPoor performance when 

exposed to fire

ÅStructural failure in as 

little as 5 minutes
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