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Earlier This  Year  

• Michigan

• 2009          Amended 2012 IRC 

• ERI option added

• Massive training campaign 

• Illinois

• 2012          Amended 2015 IECC

• ERI option added

• Municipality’s approval required 



Which Path is 

Right for Me??



Prescriptive

• R-Value or U-
Factor Table

• Prescriptive 
items

• Mandatory 
items

Total UA

• REScheck

• Prescriptive 
items

• Mandatory 
items

Performance

• Simulation 
Software

• Mandatory 
items 

ERI

• Simulation 
Software

• R-Value Table

• HERS 55 

• Mandatory 
items

• Hot Water 
Piping 
Insulation



Climate Zones & ERI Targets

Zone 1 - 52

Zone 2 - 52

Zone 3 - 51

Zone 4 - 54

Zone 5 - 55

Zone 6 - 54

Zone 7 - 53

Zone 8 - 53



Performance Path VS. ERI  

Performance

• Maximum insulation spec tradeoff 

• Maximum potential cost savings 

• Prescriptive measures not required 

• Most efficient for least cost 

• Home gets a rating, could lead to 

utility rebates, or tax credits for the 

builder

• Home costs less to operate than the 

reference home.

ERI

• Insulation tradeoffs, but must 

meet 2009 insulation levels

• Prescriptive hot water piping 

insulation is required

• Must meet ERI target

• Home gets a rating, could lead 

to utility rebates, or tax credits 

for the builder









Conclusion:  

• HERS Raters are a crucial part 

of the energy code process.

• Training code officials on the 

new and upcoming codes levels 

the playing field.

• The ERI and Performance Path 

offer great alternatives to the 

Prescriptive Code.

• The Performance Path offers the 

greatest flexibility and value for 

the builders in our area.



Thank you!
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